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Major Issues in U.S History
1. Briefly indicate the political, social, and economic history creating the problems that civil rights movements sought to address
In history, civil rights movements addressed many issues that were created by political, social and economic issues.  The political issues that led to the formation of civil rights include the right to vote. Blacks were not allowed to vote. Therefore, a movement called the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party held a ballot to demonstrate the desire of black people to vote (Chong, 2014). The Blacks desired to have political equality and rights, thus creating civil rights movements to protest towards getting voting rights. 
Jim Crow laws were also applicable and these were politically passed laws that influenced civil rights movements since they enforced racial segregation. Jim Crow laws aimed at enhancing segregation at public schools, places and transportation, restaurants and restrooms thus restricting social contact between the whites and blacks. The economic history that led to problems that sought civil rights address is efforts towards improving the quality of life for African Americans. Economic issues led to poor living conditions, inequality in government resource and poverty since white supremacists denied them their hard-won political rights and freedom. The social history that led to problems that sough address of civil rights movements was segregation and racism (Chong, 2014). Blacks were not allowed to attend schools that were meant for white people. In 1951, twenty-one American states required African American students and whites students to attend separate schools. Therefore, a strong civil protest by Barbara Johns resulted in a huge ruling by the Supreme Court that declared segregated schools very illegal, thus changing the country forever.
2. Briefly, indicate the power structure that the civil rights movements had to face and deal with
Civil rights movements faced several power structures while fighting for their rights. The civil rights movements had to put too much pressure on the federal government. Their campaign yielded positive changes since government officials established policies that drove the agendas of the civil rights movements (Bloom, 2019). The federal measure by the government pushed for laws that would push unions that enhanced membership and full benefits for black workers. Congress was the other power structure that the civil rights faced while fighting for their rights. 
Civil right movements took grassroots mobilization, legislative action and judicial precedent to guarantee civil rights for the Blacks. This ensured the Congress followed the Civil Rights Act by redressing the legacy of discrimination against blacks' access to the ballot. They had to face President Lyndon Johnson by supporting him. Civil right movements supported President Lyndon Johnson in 1964 and won the presidency in a landslide (Bloom, 2019). This is because the president supported civil rights movements, thus making him capture ninety-four per cent of the black votes.
3. Explain changes taking place in the United States from 1900 to 1950 that helped make it possible for the civil rights movements to succeed
Different changes took place in the U.S from 1900 to 1950 that helped increase the possibility for civil rights movements to develop and succeed. In 1905, NAACP was formed. Its primary purpose for been formed was to protest towards the abolishment of forced segregation, equal education and completion of the enfranchisement of all black people (Shapiro, 2011). In 1920, there was the most significant migration of Blacks from the rural South to better urban areas of the North. This migration sparked a black renaissance that got its name from Harlem. The Harlem Renaissance marked the first time that critics and publishers ended up turning their attention to African American literature. In 1941, during World War 2, the Blacks were willing to fight for their freedom of speech, worship, from want and from fear. Therefore, black soldiers were enlisted in military units to fight for the country. Later in 1948, U.S President Harry Truman integrated the Armed Forces of the U.S under an executive order mandating that there shall be equal treatment for all people in the Armed forces without race, religion, color or nationality. President Harry Truman's policies highly contributed towards unravelling of the robust democratic South (Shapiro, 2011).  Some of the Southern Democrats were upset with the administration's effort; thus they split to form State's Rights Democratic Party that sought towards preserving and maintaining the segregation system.
4. Indicate who were central leaders in the activist wing of the civil rights movement and their connection to the activist cadres that enabled the loaf of the civil rights movement
There were leaders in the activist wing of the civil rights movements. Martin Luther King was a popular figure of civil rights movements. He was vital in executing non-violent protests such as the Montgomery Bus Boycott whereby he delivered the famous speech called 'I have a Dream'. His activist cadre was Montgomery Improvement Association who protested the arrest of Rosa Parks in Montgomery because she refused giving up her seat to a white person. Montgomery Improvement Association helped Martin Luther King to lead protests and to boycott campaign against racial segregation buses (Reed, 2019). Their campaign succeeded in 1956 after the Supreme Court ruled that segregation in public buses was now unconstitutional, thus marking the successful end of the boycott.
 Rosa Parks was also involved and she was a civil rights movement’s leader and she was popularly known for a pivotal role in the Montgomery bus boycott. She was considered to be the champion of civil rights and the mother of freedom movements. She started a movement that led to boycotting of Montgomery bus. Rosa Parks’ prominence in the community and her will to become a controversial figure inspired the African Americans to boycott the Montgomery buses (Reed, 2019). Rosa Parks was connected to activist cadres such as National Association for the Advancement of Colored People since they believed that she was the best candidate to lead non violent protests and civil disobedience.
5. Ideas and sources in the U.S labor radicalism that influenced the central leaders and many of activists who organized the activities of the civil rights movements
Media coverage played a role exhibiting the liberal and civil rights movements in a trajectory towards racial equality. Media coverage provided enough information about how African Americans were mistreated and denied their working rights. Newspapers published news and information that featured the racism battles and devastating treatment of the Blacks (McGuire, 2010). The leaders got agendas of their activist groups through the prisms of demands voiced by the people. This ensured that the leaders of civil rights movements got information and intelligence that enabled them to operate with high intelligence and laudable ethics, thus succeeding in attaining main reforms that benefited the Black society. The other source for U.S labor radicalism that led to influence on central leaders is letters from Martin Luther King. The letter ''Letter from Birmingham Jail'' was a used as a source of defence against labor radicalisation. Leaders of civil rights movements used it to encourage civil disobedience in order to overcome discrimination in the working class. The mainstream media exhibited and traced ideas to the civil rights movements (McGuire, 2010). The leaders of civil rights movements grew resentful towards national journalists who covered their movements whom they saw advocate against segregation. 
6. Indicate sources in mainstream political liberalism that were also influential in regard to the movement
Different sources in mainstream political liberalism influenced civil rights movements. The political orientation of published magazines were the primary sources in mainstream political liberalism since it reflected on the political makeups of the civil rights movements and the elite white groups that opposed them. Journalists who published magazines surveyed the political attitudes of civil rights movements and agreed with their liberal views (Hampton & Fayer, 2011). Published magazines provided the ideas and beliefs that gave birth to liberalism ideologies and formed the attempts of applying principles of enlightenment into practice. Institutes and research groups were sources of mainstream political liberalism. Such research institutes and groups conducted research among the mass audience about the justification of the existence of democracy and the existence of freedom for the Blacks. They explained how such democratic limitations went too far and how democracy was destroyed.  Research institutes and groups influenced the civil shift into the civil rights movements, thus achieving democracy without violence (Hampton & Fayer, 2011). This encouraged tolerance and civility in public debate. Research groups ensured civil rights leaders had new information, thus influencing them into voicing their movements. They were able to gain support momentum on economic equality. 
The leaders worked towards compromising and protecting the interests of their movements and that of black people.  Research groups ensured liberal reforms worked in favour of all citizens of U.S. they also worked with organized labor, workers compensation laws, thus keeping the reforms conservative.
7. Outline the basic strategic orientation that guided central leaders and activists of the movements.
The strategic orientation that guided leaders and activists was the use of civil disobedience and non-violent protests towards resisting the violent opposition. Civil disobedience was used as the weapon towards protesting against Montgomery protest. Civil disobedience was a success because it inspired civil rights movements in organizing boycotts (Andrews, 2018). They demanded the immediate ending of segregation on buses within the city. This strategy led to the formation of carpools that ensured black people got to work. Civil disobedience was started by Martin Luther King. He didn’t believe in the Biblical idea of turning the other cheek but instead applying social action of using non-violent protests. The strategy of non-violent protests was characterized with love as the primary weapon rather than hate. This tactical strategy of non-violent protests proved to be effective in most civil rights protests in the South. 
The success of the nonviolent protests propelled civil rights groups’ leaders to national prominence and leadership (Andrews, 2018). The other strategy used was demanding independence through black power. The demand for independence black power was a tactic that was meant to empower African Americans towards resisting inequality directly and by all necessary means, thus protecting the blacks. This influenced leaders to embrace Black Power that led to the establishment of black leadership through cooperativeness, attitude and demand for political and economic self-sufficiency.
8. Indicate the major organizations in the civil rights movements and the activities they engaged in to advance one or another aspect of the basic strategic orientation.
There were main organizations in the civil rights movements that engaged in the strategic orientation. The first organization was called the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. NAACP was united around an effective strategy that drew members from different backgrounds and class who aimed at eliminating the system of segregation and reforms about the racism aspects in American life and institution. NAACP ensured there was political, social and economic equality for everyone and eliminating racial hatred and discrimination. The NAACP focused on promoting the participation of the working class, thus influencing the American corporations towards employing African Americans (Button, 2014). The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) also played a vital role in the civil rights movements. The organization was formed in Chicago, and its membership was open to anyone who believed that everyone was created equally and was willing to work towards the goal of equality in America. The leaders of this organization applied strategies of non-violence against oppression. They developed and participated in campaigns of civil rights and freedom rides. They formed a combination of gradualism in legal issues and advocacy, thus bringing change in political arenas. 
The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) was also core and this was a civil rights movement that worked through planning voter registration drives and sit-ins (Button, 2014). This organization used the strategy of organizing students whose mission as affirming the philosophical ideals of non-violence as the main foundation of their purpose, faith and actions. This organization aimed at seeking a social order of justice.
The Southern Christian Leadership Conference was also involved and this was a civil rights organization that was closely associated with Martin Luther King Jr. SCLC focused on combating racism through non violent protests. This group coordinated actions of local protest groups through great unity, sharing, Christian understanding and coordination (Button, 2014). SCLC was mainly formed to help in boycotting Montgomery bus. Nation Urban League was formed on urban conditions among blacks. It was based in New York and it advocated on behalf of social justice and economic for African Americans and also against racism. 
Another organization in the Civil Rights Movement was the Nation Urban League. The aim of Nation Urban League was to ensure Blacks and other minorities participated in all phases of American life (Button, 2014). Student Non violent Coordinating Committee was a civil rights movement whose main aim was overturning segregation in the South and give young African Americans a stronger voice in America. The Congress for Racial equality was a civil rights movement that was formed to achieve integration by non violent protests and civil disobedience.
9. Describe what the Freedom Budget for all Americans was, and where it fits into the necessary orientation.
The Freedom Budget is a practical step by step plan aimed at wiping out poverty in America. It was developed to help improve the quality of life for all Americans and realizations of civil rights goals. The Freedom Budget for all Americans determined the final triumph of civil rights movements. The Freedom Budget guaranteed jobs for all and to those willing to work (Watters, 2012). It also guaranteed income for those who were willing to work and a living wage to eliminate poverty from American families. The Freedom Budget allowed for nourishment and free development for every person without the exceptions of race, national origin, ethnicity, religion, gender and political orientation. The Freedom Budget led to the provision of resources which oversaw the benefit of all Americans. It would ensure there was reduced inequality of wealth and income, thus ensuring the realization of civil rights goals. It fits into the orientation of civil rights movements because it advocated for the struggle of civil rights activists who won many battles that led to the formation of the movement's history. It was developed by socialists towards promising the realization of civil rights goals and also improvement of life qualities for all Americans. It also was a pathway that led to the democratic socialist transformation of American society (Watters, 2012). It was developed through the strategies and tactics used by leaders of civil rights movements in political and social processes.
10. Explain what were the achievements of the civil rights and why they were won and also what were the failures of the civil rights movements (and why the movement failed to accomplish all that it sought).
The achievement of the civil rights movements was gained in many ways through lawful, social and legislative changes. They succeeded in ending racially separated public schools. They influenced the Congress into passing measures and policies against discrimination. Stereotypes that surrounded African Americans started to change since equality started to increasingly become the mainstream. Distribution of national resources across all Americans became equal (Bodroghkozy, 2012). Institutions encouraged diversification and encouraged societies to work together in solving intractable problems. The reason why civil rights movements won is that they had strong support from black organizations which enabled them to develop strategies and tactics in achieving equality for all. The main failures that civil right movements faced were that most members fell victim to fighting that drove most members away. Through the face of terror and stalled progress, black movements faced endless attacks, thus making it hard for them to sustain their movements. The main reason why most black movements failed is that their leaders got attacked and killed. For example, Martin Luther King was killed, and this proved to be a defeat (Bodroghkozy, 2012).  Coherent leadership became incredibly impossible. Black movements faced betrayal from others. Forms of betrayal made it impossible for the civil rights movements to offer ways out of economic deprivation and discrimination among them. The other failure was that the civil right movements were associated with fears that preceded its failures. They were afraid of getting killed by a white supremacist.
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